MARLBOROUGH AND WILLIAM

decision about the command to William, and no certainty
how he would have settled it. To secure unity, therefore,
Marlborough was forced, not for the last time in his life, to
propose the vicious expedient of antiquity that the rival
generals should exercise command on alternate days. Wiirtem-
berg was with difficulty persuaded to accept this compromise.
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When the first day fell by lot to Marlborough he chose
" Wtirtemberg " as the password for the troops. The Duke,
surprised and mollified by this courtesy, selected "Marl-
borough " as the word for the second day, and thereafter
made no further difficulties. Indeed, he seems to have
yielded himself naturally and easily to Marlborough's guid-
ance, once he felt it.
The governor of Cork, Colonel McElligott, returned a
disdainful answer to the summons to surrender,  and the
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